Hepatocellular carcinoma: MR imaging.
Sixty patients with hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) were studied with computed tomography (CT) and magnetic resonance (MR) imaging at 1.5 T. MR imaging was equivalent to CT in detection of HCC. MR imaging was superior to CT in demonstrating the details of tumors, especially pseudocapsules. In 58 cases, main tumors were detected with MR imaging. On spin-echo (SE) 600/25 (repetition time msec/echo time msec) sequences, tumors were hyperintense in 18 cases, isointense in ten, and hypointense in 30. On SE 2,000/60 sequences, all but two tumors had high signal intensity. Pseudocapsules, intratumoral septa, daughter nodules, and tumor thrombi, which are important characteristics of HCC, were demonstrated in 22, three, six, and six cases, respectively, on MR imaging. MR imaging is useful for characterizing the internal architecture of HCC.